Facts on Environmental Racism Handout 

I. Excerpts from Bullard, Robert, "Environmental Justice for All," Unequal Protection: Environmental Justice & Communities of Color, Sierra Club Books 1994 
A. The Commission for Racial Justice's landmark study, Toxic Waste and Race in the United States, found race to be the single most important factor (i.e. more important that income, home ownership rate, and property values) in the location of abandoned toxic waste sites. The study also found that: 

1. three out of five African Americans live in communities with abandoned toxic waste sites; 

2. 60% (15 million) African Americans live in communities with one or more abandoned toxic waste site; 

3. three of the five largest commercial hazardous waste landfills are located in predominantly African American or Latino American communities and account for 40% of the nation's total estimated landfill capacity; and 

4. African Americans are heavily over-represented in the populations of cities with the largest number of abandoned toxic waste sites.
(pp. 17-18) 

B. Millions of Americans live in housing and physical environments that are overburdened with environmental problems including older housing with lead-based paint, congested freeways that crisscross neighborhoods, industries that emit dangerous pollutants into the area, and abandoned toxic waste sites. 

Virtually all of the studies of exposure to outdoor air pollution have found significant differences in exposure by income and race. African Americans and Latino Americans are more likely than whites to live in areas with reduced air quality. 
(p. 12)

C. A 1992 study by staff writers from the National Law Journal uncovered glaring inequities in the way the federal EPA enforces its laws. The authors write: 

There is a racial divide in the way the U.S. government cleans up toxic waste sites and punishes polluters. White communities see faster action, better results and stiffer penalties than communities where blacks, Hispanics and other minorities live. This unequal protection often occurs whether the community is wealthy or poor.
(p. 9) 

D. After examining census data, civil court dockets, and the EPA's own record of performance at 1,177 Superfund toxic waste sites, the National Law Journal report revealed the following: 

1. Penalties under hazardous waste laws at sites having the greatest white population were 500% higher than penalties with the greatest minority population, averaging $335,566 for white areas, compared to $55,318 for minority areas. 

2. The disparity under the toxic waste law occurs by race alone, not income. The average penalty in areas with lowest income is $113,491; 3% more than the average penalty in areas with the highest median incomes. 

3. For all the federal environmental laws aimed at protecting citizens from air, water, and wasted pollution, penalties in white communities were 46% higher than in minority communities. 

4. Under the giant Superfund cleanup program, abandoned hazardous waste sites in minority areas take 20% longer to be placed on the national priority list than those in white areas. 

II. Vital Statistics from the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation: 

· African American children are five times more likely to suffer from lead poisoning than white children, and 22% of African American children living in older housing are lead poisoned. 

· An estimated 50% of African Americans and 60% of Hispanics live in a county in which levels of two or more air pollutants exceed governmental standards. 

· Communities with the greatest number of commercial hazardous-waste facilities have some of the highest proportions of minority residents. 

· Half of all Asian/Pacific Islanders and American Indians live in communities with uncontrolled toxic waste sites. 

· Communities with existing incinerators have 89% more minorities than the national average. 

· African Americans are heavily overrepresented in cities with the largest number of abandoned toxic waste sites, such as Memphis, St. Louis, Houston, Cleveland, Chicago, and Atlanta.

