1844~—AMENDMENT TO THE ORGANIC IAW. After arrival of great Wagon Train.

An Act in regard to Slavery and Frea Negroes and Mulattoes.
Be It Enacted by the Legislative Committee of Oregon as follows:

SECTION ). That slavery and‘involmtaxy servitude shall ba foreever prohibited in
Oregon.

SECTION 2. That in all cases where slaves have been or ghall hereafter be brougiﬁ:’ Anto
Oregon, the owners of such slaves shall have the term of three years from the
introduction of such slaves to remove then out of - the country.

SECTION 3. That if such owners of slaves shall neglect or refuse to remove such

) " slaves from the country within tho time gpecified 1n the preceding section, such
. slaves shall be free.

l/mcnou 4. That when any free negro or mulatto shall have come to Oregon, he or she,’
" the case may be, if of the age of eighteen or upward, -shall remove frog and leave
.the country within the term of two years for males and three years for females
from tlie passage of this act; and that if any free negro or mulatto ghall here-~
after coma to Oregon, if of the age aforesaid, he or she shall quit and leave

within the term of two years for males and three yea.ra for females from his or
her arrival in the country. . :

SECTION 5. That if such free negro or mulatts be under the age aforesaid the terms

of tixe specified in the precedinq zectioa ;hall begin-to run when he or shs
shall a.n:iva at such age.

"' . -
'l‘..: M

SECI‘ION 6. That if a.ny such f.ree negm or mulatbq :hlll fail to quit the country as-
required by this act, he or she may, be arrested upon a warrant. issued by scce
"Justice of the peace, and if guilty ypon trial befors ‘such justice, shall re- ~
ceive upoa his or her bare back not less than twenty nor more than thirty-nine
stripe.s to be inflicted by the comtable of the pmper cou::\ty.

SECTIN 7. 'rhat if any frea negro or mla.tto nhall fail bo qn.lt the country within
: the tern of six months after reciiving such stripes, he or she shall again

recaive the game pmj.dment anca in every lix woaths untf{l he or she ghall quit
the country. -

SECTICH 8, That when any slave shall gbtain his or her fresdoa, the tims specified

in the fourth saction shall beqin to run fm the tima when such freadon uh&ll
§e obtained.

\—'l

. THE ABOVE WAS PASSED AT THE JUNE SESSION OF THR IEGISIA‘I‘IVE COHMITTEE IN 1844

"



| ORIGINAL OREGON CONSTITUTION

Constitution of the State of Oregon (Adopted Sept. 18, 1857)

Article I, Section 35:

., "o
-

"No free negro, or mulatto, not residing-in this State at the time of the
adoption of this Constitution, shall come, reside, or be within this State,

or hold any real estate, or make any contracts, or maintain any suit therein;
and the Legislative Assembly.shall provide by penal laws, for the removal, by

public officers, of all such negroes, and mulattoes, and for their effectual
exclusion from the State, and for the punishment of persons who shall bring
them.into the state, or employ, or hdarbor them. (repealed Nov. '3,:1926).
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ﬁon._m_.n.a,.m. _._p.i:w created the Oregon Territory, now ser about en-
couraging immigration. In 1850 it passed the Donation Land Act
giving 640 acres of land to every family and half as much to each un- <«
matried man who would settle in the Northwest. Many of the best farms
in the Willamette Valley today owe their beginnings to that law. Often
you can identify them by the large size and ““old-timey™ architecture or
design of barns and houses. The tide of land seekers rose once more; D LEXE s
by 1852 there were fifteen thousand people in Oregon. . R, I&.mﬁlum.:l,m!,wa =

The trip from Missouri to Oregon took about five

months. The path crossed high mountains and grassy

plains. At the end of the trip, however, the pioneers
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came to rich, forested farmland.
The chance to own this rich farmland was the reason
q that most pioneers made the trip. Large pieces of free
‘ farmland were given to every adult American who <
- moved to Oregon. At that time, Oregon was the only
place in America that promised free land to people.

“‘o ?MMLM:Q for blacks in Oregon - exclusion S .
rom tion Land Act (Homesteading):[I85©. oo o Py - o
o1 The Homestead Act (1862) P. 102
Paragraph 4. “There shall be. and .
hereby is granted to every white settier “— ! Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
or occupant of the public lands, States of America in Congress assembled, That any person who is the head of
American half-breed Indians included, a family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of &=

the United States, or who shall have filed his declaration of intention to
become such, as required by the naturalization laws of the United States, and
who .has never borne arms against the United States Government or given aid
and comfort to its enemies, shall, from and after the first January, eighteen
hundred and sixty-three, be entitled to enter one quarter section or a less
quantity of unappropriated public lands, upon which said person may have
filed a pre-emption glaim, or which may, at the time the application is made,
be subject to pre-emption at one dollar and twenty-five cents, or less, per
acre; or eighty acres or less of such unappropriated lands, at two dollars and

above the age of eighteen years, being a
citizen of the United States. . .the
quantity of one-half section, or three
hundred and twenty acres of land. . .(1/2
section for single men; full section for
married men, 1/2 of which was to be held
in the wife's name).”

awz

(From Acts of Congress - Relating to Public

Land in Oregon (9/27/1850). 9 stat. 497, p. fifty cents per acre, to be located in a body, in conformity to the legal

64, The Organic and other General Laws of subdivisions of the public lands, and after the same shall have been surveyed:
Oregon (1843-1872), Eugene Semple, Provided, That any person owning and residing on land may, under the

State Printer, 1874, Pub. by A. L. Bancroft & provisions of this act, enter other land lying contiguous to his or her said land,
Co.. San Francisco) : which shall not, with the land so already owned and occupied, exceed in the

aggregate one hundred and sixty acres.

58“\\mmocsw\%mw?:mﬁo?oac\n_Sﬁoiaoocﬁosa\:oﬁomHomn_lmoﬁ.Hmmm.EB



PROKIBITION OF INTERMARRIAGE

-

Source: The Organic and other Laws of Oregon (1643-1872). Eugene Seﬁple. State
Printer, 1874; A.L. Bancrofct & Co., San Francisco; Oregon Historical
Sociery. '

p. 440 Criminal Code -~ Title II of Crime and Their Puanishments.
2 .
paragraph 689 - : :

"Hereafter it shall not be lawful within this state for any white person,.
male or female, to intermarry with any Negro, Chinese or any person having
one fourth or more Negre, Chinese or Kanmaka blood, or any person having
wore than half Indian bicod; and all such marriages, or attempted marriages,
shall be absolutely null and void."

paragraph 690 -

"If any white person, Negro, Chinese, Kanaka, or Indian, within the degreés
forbidden in section 689, shall knéwingly intermarry, or attempt the same,
by procuring a solemnization of marriage, under any of the forms or ceremcnies
~legalized in this state, such person or persons, upon conviction thereof,
shall be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary or county jail, noc
less than three months, nor more than one year.,'

(2 entitled "an act to prohibit amalgamation and the intermarriage of races"
and took effect by operation of che Constitution, January 18, 1867).

paragraph 691 -

“If any person authorized to license marriages or to solemnize marriage,
within this state, shall willfully or knowingly license, marry or actempt

to marry, any of the persons forbidden to marry by section 689, such person
or persons, upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned in the penitencidry
or county- jail, not less than three months, nor more than one year, and be
fined not less than one hundred dollars, nor wmore than one thousand dollars.”

(From Frank Scﬁneider, Black Laws of Oreggn, p. 71).

In the 1890's an effort was made to repeal the state ban on mixed marriages.
“...Pastor of Portland's AME Zion Church prevaileﬁ.upon a state senator to
.introduce a repeal measure in the 1893 legisldture,...the dill was defeated
in the senate after considerable debate 20-9."

L4

(See Statespun, February 2, 1893, p. 3; Oregonlan, February 2, 1893, p. 2).
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ta Let 5 Keep Grants Pass a White Man s Town - -

(F ront page ed1tor1al - Souther&Oregon Spec—-' e ) ',
; tator May 24, 1924) . KR

. Grants Pass has always been a white man's ‘town and there
- Is no reason undet; the shining sun why it shouldn’t continue*.
“to be a white man's town. The fact that this is a white man's .
. country here in this wonderful Rogue River Valley ‘has brought
.. the best of the white race here and such population w1ll brmg
.- the cream of the white race here in the future. :
:  -The attitudes of the people of thispeaceful, law abldmg com~ |
" munity toward the encreachment of the black, brown or red
_'-_.,faces of the land, or the world for that matter-is: -
<+ NIGGER WE DON'T WANT YOU HERE - AND WE WON' T K
" HAVE YOU HERE - YOU HAD BETTER ROLL UP YOUR BED_;
- AND RIDE - THIS IS TO BE A WHITE MAN'S COUNTRY
. YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER. o
WHO VVANTS GRANTS PASS TO BE THE SCENE OF ‘A RACE ¥
- RIOT? WHO WANTS TO SEE the property values slump in
., Josephine County? Who wants to see the handiwork of years:'
.- pass into the hands of a designing black race who don't belong
. .xin Oregon and who will only cause trouble if they try to come
. hére? . -
Foreigners of any kind are-not wanted in this community

. that is made up of peaceful white people who are stiving to
."*live,” move and have their living in peace with the world,.

'under the law thdt God has laid down for man to obey ]

- Y o
- Y . P . _,_5__;-7_1_1:_ B e e e e '_.___A’—‘_ »
8 e




. IMPERIAL PALACE
INVISIBLE EMPIRE

nghts of the Ku Klux Klan

{lacerperated)

AULIK OF THL

IMPERIAL WIZARD

Dear Sir: “
We have been requested by one of your personal friends
to get in touch with you, and inform you of this organization.
And, in view of this request, we are sending you this form. When
we receive this with all the questions below properly answered by
vou and if same is satisfactory we will impart to you the inform-
ation your friend desires you to have. Without delay you will £ill
in, sign and return. You will find stamped envelope enclosed for
this purpose. Very truly yours,

KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN,

. By.
1. Is the motive prompting your inquiry serious? ... oo ooo._... e emmean
2. What iS-FoUT aZe 7 e e e e e e m e e
3. What is your oceupation? _ e .
4, Where were YU BOTTI Y o e e e e e e e e e
5. How long have you resided in your present locahty? __________________________________________
6. Are you married, single or Widower? L e e e
7. Were your parents born in the United States of Amenca? ................... S ——
8. Areyoua gentile or JeW? e L
9. Are you of the white race or of a colored race?. . e
10. What educational advantages have you? - e
11. Colorof eyes? oo reeo. Hair? . Weight?.____.________ Height?.___/ ...
12. Do you believe in the principles of 2 PURE Americanism? ________ ___________...__ P
13. Do you believe in White SUDIemMACY? - - - - - e e
14, What is your polities? e
15. What is your religions faith? e e
16. Of what church are you a member (if any) e
17. Of what religious faith are your parents? ___ -
18. What secret, fraternal orders are you a member of (if any)?__. . ________ ... .______._...
19. Do you honestly believe in the practice of REAL fraternity? oo
. 20. - Do you owe ANY KIND of alleglance to any foreign nation, government, mstltutlon, sect, peo-
ple, Tuler Or PeISOmY o o e e e e m— e e e o oot

I most solemnly aseert and affirm that each question above is truthfully answered by me and in
" my own handwriting and that below is my real signature.

) 1o s 1=t SO
Inquirer
Business Address Residence Address
'i‘elephone No...
Date..: : 19 Telephone No

N. B.—If space sbove is not sufficient to answer question, then make your answer on the other side of this sheet.
Number the answer to correspond with the question.

PRINTED BY THE KU KLUX PRUSE




KKK From Portland Telegram August 2, 1921

From Left:

Rep. From National Safety Council

Senior Captain, Portland Police

Leon Jenkins, Chief of Police

Tom Hurlburt, Sheriff

Walter Evans, D.A.

"Major" Luther Powell, King Kleagle

Lester Humphrey, U.S. Attorney

Special Agent, Justice Department

George Baker, Mayor of Portland

Philip S. Malcolm, Inspector Genmeral in Oregon
for Supreme Council Scottish Rite Masons

Fred L. Gifford, Exalted Cyclops

Courtesy of
Oregon Historical society

Photograph Department
Negative Number: Orh. 54338 #625
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Measure No. 14

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Oregon Constitution, adopted before the Civil War, referred to the state's
"white population,” "white" inhabitants, "free Negroes" and "mulattoes."
These references are obsolete. In some cases, amendments have superseded
the references. In other cases, the references are in sections that no longer
have any force or effect. Nevertheless, the references to race remain in the
constitution. Ballot Measure 14 removes the references to race. The measure
~ does not change the constitution in any other way.

The Oregon Constitution contains language that establishes numerical
thresholds for expanding the number of State Supreme Court Justices,
requiring that Supreme Court and Circuit Judges be elected by the people, and
requiring that counties be reimbursed for certain court costs. The numerical
thresholds are not tied to the number of citizens residing in Oregon, but are
instead tied to the number of white inhabitants of the state.

The Oregon Constitution was ratified in 1857, prior to the Civil War. Prior to
adoption of the Oregon Constitution, the Oregon Territory had enacted two
African-American exclusion bills (1844 and 1849) that banned African-
Americans from owning property or residing in Oregon.

The 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified in 1868.
The 14th Amendment provides that anyone born or naturalized in the United
States is a citizen. The 14th Amendment also bans states from enacting or
enforcing laws that deny citizens equal protection or due process of law based
on race. In 1925, Oregon voters repealed the constitutional provisions relating
to the exclusion of African-Americans. However, the language relating to race
remains in the Oregon Constitution.

Ballot Measure 14 removes the references to race in these sections of the
constitution, and also corrects some spelling errors. The measure does not
change the constitution in any other way, and the original language will
remain as part of the historical record.

J

http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/mov52002/guide/measures/ml4es.htm



